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THE 


PREFACE. 


DESIRE to be conſidered in 
the following Sheets as endea- 


vouring to make an Apology for the 


Charity Children in, and about, Lon- 
gon, under the ſeveral Accuſations 


which have been brought againſt 


them; and not attempting to deny 
the Truth, but its cruel Exaggera+ 


tions, as being over charged, 


A I Have 


*  *[ i ] 
I rave had the Experience of 

ſeveral indentured Servants taken 

from the Schools of different Chari- 
table Foundations, and do acknow- 
ledge, that they have proved to be 
ſober, induſtrious, and ingenious 
Lads; while the Children which 
have been brought up in Work- 
houſes, and afterwards 'placed out in 
the World, I have been told, and 
have partly ſeen, that they poſleſs a 
mean and ſordid Diſpoſition, appa- 
rent in all their Conduct. 


LEY 


Tur Author has had great Op- 2 
portunities of knowing the Temper 
and Behaviour of the labouring Poor, 
which few can equal, by N 
a vaſt Number of Working- People of $ 
the Good and Bad, both Old and $ 


TOO: and he hath the Pleaſure 3 
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here to declare, that . has found 
amongſt them more Virtue, Induſtry, 
and Senſibility, than is generally 
imagined. 


I would not be underſtood as 
intending to write a Panegyric on the 
Poor, becauſe in general they little 


deſerve ſuch high Commendations ; 


but it cannot be expected that they 
ſhould excel in caſy and polite Man- 
ners, as their Vice is rather rude 
than flattering. We have had too 
many Inſtances lately of their Saga- 
city, Art, and Addreſs, which — 
appeared in a Variety of Combina- 
tions, conducted with V iolence, Cru- 
elty, and even Murder; but there 
might be ſomething offered of a fa- 
vourable and unfavourable Nature, 
both of them and ſome of their 

„ Maſters, 


irft, by exhibiting an eaſy Picture 
ORE e of 


. 
Maſters, which 1 chooſe to paſs over, 
and ſhall only remind my Readers 
of the high Price of Proviſions, and 
the increaſing Value of every Ne- 
ceſſary of Life. 


HE Utility of theſe Charity- 
Schools to the induftrious Poor, 
which you will find here exempli- 
fied in a Variety of Caſes, is not 
ideal or imaginary ; but the Truth 
and Reality of the Repreſentations I 


have obſerved and known, and if 


neceſſary, could produce ſeveral In- 


ſtances of a ſimilar, and even ſupe- 


rior Nature. 


Tux Form in which I have choſe 
to treat this Subject by way of Dia- 


logue, was upon theſe Accounts.— 


8 


(+ 1 
of real Life, which moſt can diſco- 
ver, I have been able to throw in 


many of the little Incidents belonging 
to the Children and their Parents, 


which in any other Method would 


appear trite and diſguſting. —And 
ſecondly, to give a free Scope to all 
the Objections which are brought 
againſt theſe Children, and againſt 
our common Charity-Schools, and to 
expoſe the Injuſtice and want of 
Benevolence in thoſe that make 
them.---This Method, likewiſe, has 
another Advantage, that by often 
changing the Ground of Attack, 
it ſerves to draw out to View the ex- 
tenſive Benefit of the old Founda- 
tion, and at the ſame Time diſco- 
vers the Futility and miſguided 
Zeal, which runs through all the Ar- 
guments in Favour of the New. 


Some 


Ex made, for the F ado, I have 


taken with ſome Names; but as they 
are mutilated | and tranſpoſed, or 
merely rendered ſignificative, very 
few but Neighbours and Gentlemen 
of. Humour will be able to apply 


them; and 1 muſt confeſs, that 


3 of this kind, gave me a 
little Amuſement while I was writ- 
ing, and L ſuppoſe it may have the 


fame Effect upon ſome others, while 


they are reading, 


The preſent Scheme for erecting a 
Houſe of Induſtry, for Children of 
the Poor in the Pariſh of Hackney, 
befides its Expediency to anſwer any 
ſuperior Good, by the Greatneſs of 
the Expence to ſupport it, which 
requires near Four H. wndred Pounds 


per 
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A 
per Annum, it will become a Bur- 
then to the Pariſh ; and after ſtrain- 
ing every Nerve to put it in Execu- 
tion, when the Glare of Novelty is 


withdrawn, it will be found to be fo 


much like a Workhouſe, as muſt 
cauſe it to fall into Neglect. The 
Diſgrace attending an abortive Plan, 
ſhould be prevented by introducing 
a better thoſe Perſons who 
are inured to unſucceſs by adopting 
of ill concerted Schemes, muſt be 


eſtranged to all the finer Feelings; 


for where they are poſſeſſed, we can- 
not look upon Diſappointment with 
an Eye of Indifference. 


DIALOGUES, 


191 


DIALOGUES, 


Between à Gentleman and his Gardener; 


Gentleman. 
RAY Mr. Roſebuſh, what was the 
cauſe of your not coming near us, 
during the courſe of laſt Week ? 


Gardener. Sir, I was at work for Mr. 
Haſty at Hackney, who is a good ſort of a 
Gentleman, but when any Workmen are 
about him, he is all impatience, and Storms 
and Swears, if they happen to be called 
away before they have finiſhed. 


B Gentleman. 


oY 

Gentleman. So J find, Mr. Roſebuſb, when 
Mr. Haſty wants a Gardener, or you can get 
'a Job any where elſe, we are not to expect 
to ſee you. I thought, when we agreed, 
you was to give your attendance every Week 
for three Days, unleſs jomeibiog extraordi- 


ary prevented. 


Gardener. Indeed, Sir, what you ſay about 
our Agreement is very true. But I remem- 
ber when your Honour firſt employed me, 
and-you had heard that 1 got my living as a 
jobbing Gardener, you was ſo good as to 
tell me, that if your Garden was properly 
taken care of, you would not inſiſt upon a 
rigid Exactneſs. 

Gentleman. Pray, Mr. Roſebuſh, how long 
have you been at Mr. Hafty's? I thought 
that you had ſo many Maſters to ſerve, you 


could not yr for any, ong 5 — at 


one time. n ri 


75 


r 1 "IM * n. ihe laſt Week 


| PR of this, with: another Man to help 


me; for I was afraid to diſoblige my Maſters 
by "_ this Job in hand ; a Man who is 
willing 
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willing to Live, muſt endeavour to pleaſe 
every one, and. I hope, Sir, in a Day or two 
you will find Jour. Gardend in AS good order 
ag Ver. 1. 750 

; — Well; what have you been 
about this Morning, does the Man you have 
brought underſtand Gardening ? Let the 
Lawns, now the fine Weather is come be 
mowed and rolled, for I think a Garden al- 
ways looks in a Diſhabille if that is neg» 
lected. 


Gardener Sir, to-Day and Yeſterday, we 


have had as fine Weather as heart could 
wiſh. I think that Providence ſeems to fa- 
vour your Honour, for when I was at Mr. 
Haſiy's laſt Week, the long and frequent 
Showers greatly intecrupted us, while every 
thing in your Garden is amazingly brought 
forward. This Weather will ſoon open to 
our view, the delightful Scenes of Nature, 
and every Plant and every Flower, will offer 
up the Incenſe of their virtue to ſinful Man, 
who are as Lords in this lower Creation. 


. . 
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Gentleman. 
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T E 
Gentleman. Hey! dey ! Mr. Roſebuſh, you 


{em to be a little Philoſopher, and a ſmat- 


terer too in Divinity; 1 did not think that 
Gardeners, and other People of your ſort, 
troubled themſelves with ſuch Topics: But 
rather imagined if they got their Living ho- 
neſtly, and preſerved the Character of a ſo- 


ber Man, it was all that they thought the 
Worm could expect. 5 | 


Gardener. I hope, Sir, that there are poor 
Men who think a little further, and endea- 
vour to be a little more than what the World 
calls a ſober honeſt Man; however it is the 
Lot of ſome, to get their Bread in Noiſe and 
Buſtle, and to be disfigured with Dirt and 
homely Apparel, the Image of their Creator 
is ſtamped upon them; and without deſign · 
ing to affront your Honour, there are many 
inſtances amongſt the Poor, of acting from a 
Senſe of the important Obligations of Reli- 
gion, as well- as amongſt theſe who are of 
Higher Stations. 


Gentleman... Well, Mr. Roſebuſh, as the 
Weather 1s now inviting te be abroad, and 
J find I have met with a Piece of a Philo- 


ſopber, 
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fopher, I will aſk you another Queſtion or 
two: before I go to Breakfaſt. ' Pray what 
do you think of the Scheme for erecting a 
Houfe of Induſiry im this Pariſh; for receiving 
the Children of the Poor? 


Gardener. O Sir I could ſpeak a few 
Words, but, as I am told your Honour is 
at the Head of that Scheme, I am afraid to 
give offence, Felt 


Gentleman. No no, Mr. Raſebuſb, you 
need not ſcrateh your Head, but ſpeak your 
Mind freely, I ſhall be glad to hear what 
People in your Station can offer by way of 
Objection; but I ſhould like to know firſt, 
what Countryman you are, and whether you 
have been Married and have any Children ? 


Gardener. Sir, I am willing to anſwer 
any Queſtion I am able, that your Honout 
ſhall propoſe; for I am not aſhamed of my 
Country, but love an honeſt good Man 
wherever I find him. I was born in Scotland, 
and being the eldeſt Son of a large Family, 
my Parents gave me a little Learning while 
they could afford it; I had a ſhort run like- 

wiſe 
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( 14. J 
wiſe in a Free Grammar-School, and after 
this, was put Apprentice to a Gardener; at 
the Age of two and twenty I married a Wife, 
who proved a perfect Xantippe: She died 3 
ſoon after having her third Child, but God 4 


reſt her Soul, I am ſure I had a heavy Hand 4 
with her; all my Children likewiſe being 3 
dead, I came to London in the year 1741, | 
and got my Livelihood as a journeyman Gar- 3 


dener, and ſometimes lived with Families 
and ſerved as Foot-man and Gardener to- 
gether ; till at laſt I ſettled at Hackney, 
where I met with a ſober Woman who took 
in Plain-Work for her Living, we ſoon un- 
derſtood one another's: Wants, I then Mar- 


ried a ſecond time; and I thank God, we 4 
live very comfortable together. 2 332 [ 
Gentleman. But, Mr. Roſebuſh, you have : 


not told me whether you have any Children 
living by your preſent Wife, and fince I 
perceive you have buſtled through ſome Dif- 


| Giculties in your time, I ſhould be glad to 1 
know if you have met with any from that I 
quarter. . wn” 5 4 


Gardener. 
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Gardener; Sir, L have had fix Children by 
this Woman, but only three that are now 
living, two Boys and one Girl; the Gil we 
keep at home under her Mother's Direction, 
and to aſſiſt her in the Family; and the Boys, 
by the help of ſome Friends, in order to have 
a little Learning, we got into Hackney Charity 
School, after meeting with ſome Difficulty 
for my Family increaſing we found. the Ex- 
pence of Learning, though I much deſired 
it, was above my ſcanty Abilities. —The eldeſt 
Boy, who proved a ſmart Lad, and not liking 
the dirty Bufineſs of a Gardener, we had an 
Opportunity to place him with Mr. Ever- 
green, to open and ſhut the Shop, and to do 
any thing his Maſter had to do, belonging 
to the Buſineſs; this Gentleman is a whole- 
ſale Linen-Draper; and the Boy performing 
his part with Spirit and Fidelity, his Maſter 
was pleaſed to raiſe him higher, and now 
he is entruſted with keeping ſome of his 
Books: I hope he will continue to give his 
Maſter Satisfaction, which in time will be 
the making of him, and not come to be ſuch 
an old Drudge as your Honour now ſees his 
Father is.— The youngeſt Boy is in the ſame 
School, but having been there but a ſhort 


time, 


1 
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time, it gives me great concern when 1 
think of the intended Alteration, befote the 
Boy is brought up and has received the Be- 
nefit his Brother had; for as I grow Old, I 
can very in ſupply the Expence of Schooling, 
and other Advantages, received from theſe 
Schools, which to poor People that is willing 
to live a little Decent, makes a material Aft 
cle i in their ſmall Incomes. | 


Gaithnan. Wel, but Mr. Roſebuſh, what 
Occafion have you to be ſo much concerned, 
when, by this New Foundation, there will be 
an additional Benefit accrue to poor People, 
not only by Educating their Children and 
Cloathing them, but likewiſe, relieving them 
from all che Expence of their Maintenance. 


| Gardener, Sir, if you will permit me to ex- 
preſs my Mind freely, I ſhall be very Glad 
to ſave the Money, which by giving my 
Children Victuals and Drink, they do una- 
voidably coft ; but then, according to this 
New Scheme, I muſt either have all the Ad- 
vantages together, of Schooling, Cloathing, 
and Maintaining my Children, part of which 
Experte, notwithſtanding I am a Poor Man, 


2 I am 
* 


f 2 1 
I am» very willing to bear, in order to have 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing them about me; or 
elſe, if 1 am loth to part from my dear Chil- 
dren, and overcome the lucrative Tempta- 
tion from the Affection 1 have in common 
with other People, then I can receive no 
Publick Benefit at all; but muſt be put to 
the Expences I mentioned before, under all 
the Inconyeniences attending it, or fee my 
Child ren ſuffered to go Untaught, Nn 
ne Unznoticed. 


Gentleman. Tobe fare you d be W 
Iy hurt by having your Children taken care 


of, and kept ſweet and clean, and preſerved 
from Idleneſs! 


R * Ab ir! if tbe· Gentlemen was 
to take care of all the poor People's Children 
in the Pariſh, I do not know what Houſe 
would be big enough to hold them; it 
would require a good round Sum to Main- 
tain them all: but I ſuppoſe the Gentlemen 
intend only to accept of ſuch Poor Children 
whoſe Friends are entirely deftitute of ſup- 
porting them. So that 1 can perceive; that 
ſuch Children as mine, and a great many 


( 18 ] 
more, whoſe Fathers earn about ten or eleven 
Shillings a Week, cannot be admitted, and 
conſequently will receive no advantage at 
all.—I thought, Sir, that you had 'poor 
Children enough already under the care of 
the Gentlemen of the Veſtry, in the Work- 
houſe, who are exactly in the ſame Situation 
with theſe Children of the New Inſtitution ; 
and, I believe, if the Gentlemen thought 
proper to take in a larger Number, they 
would eaſily find more: And, if they pleaſed, 
they could make what Regulations and Im- 
provenients they fould think neceſſary, at 
an Expence too, which would neither be 
complained of, nor felt; for the Laws of 
England, in this reſpect, are very favourable 
to the indigent as well as infant Poor. And 
if this i is the caſe, I ſhould think your Ho- 
nour and the reft of "the Gentlemen would 
do well to conſider, that by collecting the 
voluntary Contribution of well diſpoſed Per- 
ſons to effect that, which they have a legal 
Right to demand, will, I am afraid, be the 
means of depriving the Induſtrious Poor of 
thoſe Crumbs, which by long Experience 
has been found to give uſeful Learning to 
their Children, and, in a great Meaſure, 
hath 
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( 29 ] 
hath been an Encouragement to promote a 
cheerful Induſtry in their Parents, 


Gentleman. Mr. Roſebuſh, you ſeem to 
have a mighty Fondneſs for your Children; 
if I was to ſee your Management, I ſhould 
expect to find ſomething ſuperior to what 
I imagined could be met with amongſt the 
Working poor People. But if I am agree- 
ably diſappointed in this Inſtance, I believe 
you will grant, that the Children in com- 
mon which are educated in the Charity 
Schools, through want of Employment, and 
through the bad Examples of their Friends 
and Neighbours, get not only into idle Ha- 
bits, but into a Habit of profane Curling and 
SWEATINg. 


Gardener. Sir! ſince you have been 
pleaſed to permit me to ſpeak my Thoughts 
upon a Subject, wherein I have a very dif- 
ferent Opinion from. your Honour ; I will 
endeavour to anſwer this Objection againſt 
the common Plan of Charity Schools, by 
acquainting you -with the ſmall Expe- 
rience 1 have had in theſe Matters.—And, 
firſt, by the Account 1 have already given 


* 89 about 
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ſtance that comes near it, I was told by his 


1 20 ] 
about my eldeſt Son, who was five. or fix 


| Years brought up in one, I think will ſerve 


for one Inſtance in their favour. The Boy, 
I : muſt acknowledge, was like unto moſt 
Children of any Spirit, he loved to be at play, 
and would ſometimes fall into childiſh Fol- 
lies; but what with the Infruction of a 


Soboal, and the Exerciſes of Learning, and 


what with my Repreſentations or Correc- 
tions, as I, found them wanting, it was ſel 
dom that I heard or have ſeen any thing 
amiſs, that was worth Netice.— Another 
Inſtance, I know, is more favourable ſtill. 


Gentleman. But—ſtop, Mr. Roſebuſh, ex- 
cuſe me for interrupting you ; did you never 


hear your Boy ſwear or curſe, or have been 
told that he did ſo? 


© Gardener. Sir, I never heard my Boy 


ſpeak any-thing like it, nor have I been told 
by any other Perſon that he ever did. But! 
will not diſſemble the Truth; the only In- 


Mother; and that was, when he was about 


making a Kite, after taking a good deal of 
Pains, ſome. how or other in bending the 


FY * © Bow, 
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Bow, it broke, which put my young Chap 
into ſuch a Pett as to Curſe it. But when I 
came to hear that ſuch a Word had eſcaped 
from him, I was very ſerious to cauſe him 
to ſee. the Odiouſneſs of ſuch Language, 
and I believe he has not repeated it to this 
Day. a = * 


Gentleman. Well, Mr. Roſebuſh, I am very 
glad to hear that you kept ſuch a watchful 
Eye over your Children, you have ſeen the 
good Effects it was attended with; but ! 
am afraid if you had not done ſo, that your 
young Spark would by degrees have come 
to be one among the Number, who deſerves 
the Character before mentioned. But now 


Mr. Roſebuſh proceed. 


Gardener. The other Inſtance of the good 
Effects of theſe Charity-Schools which I 
was going to tell your Honour, is this. 
There is one Dick Rumple a Hackney Coach- 
man, who drives for Mr. Worthwit at Hom- 
merten; he was formerly a Gentleman's 
Coachman; and married a Servant in the 
ſame Family, but being a young Man and 
Joling - his Place, after ſeveral attempts in 
£34 | Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs; : which proved unſucceſsful through 


want of Money, he was obliged to get his 


Livelihood in this way the poor Woman 


whom I think deſerved: a better Fate, did 
every thing in her Power; ſhe at firſt took 
in waſhing and mending of all kinds, till 
ſhe found that ſhe had more Buſineſs than 
ſhe could do ; then ſhe began to chooſe that 
Part of it that beſt anſwered, and which, 
ſhe could beſt manage; Dicł and bis Wife 
ſeems to live very happy together; they 
have got two Children both Boys, one is 


but young, and the other is in the School, 


and fit to be placed out, if the Parents could 
meet with an Opportunity. There is one 
Thing that makes it the more difficult to 
find one, becauſe the Father, though an in- 
duſtrious honeſt Man, and minds his Buſi- 
neſs, yet he ſwears moſt terribly. I have 
often told him of it, but he ſays, he 
firſt learned it by the Obſtinacy and Un- 
tractableneſs of his Horſes, whom he ſays 
will not obey, but by rough and ſtorming 


Language to rouge their Apprehenſions, and 


awake their Fears. But I think that the 
Boy is as good a Child as I have ever ſeen 
the Fooliſhneſs of Swearing in the Father, 
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has ſo diſguſted the Taſte of- the Son, and 
with the goad Inructions: which are always 
to be found at School, he turns out as pro- 
miſing 2 Lad, as one could with, I have 


often admired the L/efulne of this Boy to 


his Parents, for he is Employed at leiſure 
Times to carry home his Mother's, Linen, 
and is capable of delivering and receiving 
Orders like a Man, 


endenden Mr. Roſebuſh, you have givenme 
tuo Inſtances,' which! I did not expect to 
find ſuch in the whole School; and if I 
thought there was many, I think that J 
ſhould be doing Hurt to the Induftrions 
Poor, by introducing a New Scheme, which 
would deprive them of the Means of edu- 
cating their Children, with ſo much Eaſe to 


themſelves, and ſuch little Expence to their 


Benefactors. 


. T7 


Gardener. Sir, you are very good, and 


ſo are the reſt of the Gentlemen, who ſub- 
ſcribe their Money with a View to benefit 


the Poor; but 1 am too unſkilful to offer you 
any further Hints of Improvements; and 
have only this to ſay, that I and my F amily 

have 


141 


Have found the Old Efalljbment very uſcful, 


and I believe that many others have found 
the ſame, and ſhall be very ſorry to ſee the 
Induſtrious Poor put to this dreadful Alter- 
native, of having their Children torn from 
their Boſoms, or loſe the Benefit of a 
Chriſtian Education, through the Poverty 
of their- Parents. 124145500 


Gentleman. Mr. Roſebuſh, you know 
there is no Scheme of 'a publick Nature 
which can poſſibly be free from every In- 
convenience; that which produces the moſt 


txrenfive Good muſt be the beſt; and that 


which is more contracted, and produces the 
leaſt, - muſt be the worſt. But perhaps I 
broke in upon your Hiſtory of the Boys be- 
longing to the School, which appears to be 
compoſed from your own Knowledge. If 
you have any more to ſay upon this Subject, 
q ſhall Wap yu word en 


| ee Your Rowing is yery | kind; I 
have another Inſtance about the Charity 
Schools, though not directly in their Favour, 
yet I think will not prove againſt them. 
Vs Caſe is this. There is a Boy goes to 
ral | the 


t &; 1) | 
the Ger 86had with>youbg DAR Nad 
mise Füther Worles tat Mr. StaytsbI-s Brews 


| Houſs, a poor honeſt feffanftve Man, whoſe 
Name is ,. Teng beleſr; he does every 
thing that ke istable, when he is bid, but 
- {6 very incapable f Managing; that if any 
thing is committed te his Care which WA 
quires a little: judgment, his Miſter is ſure 
never to be diſappointed, becauſe he ex 
it. I have been told that Mr. Staywell, who 
is a Gentlemün ef delicate” Feelings, would 
have diſcharged him long ago; if he had 
thought the por Fellow co have got his 
Living any Here elfe This Man Married 
a Servant Maid ar Alchouſe; they Were 
both wery PO they Cam dag) 
and they! wild lively cotſtinaelto de o as lo 
as en ive zune People? Wave a8 
which is $6wotbddt Welver Fears old, Ae 
ſame h before Mehdsaed, h his Maſter 
put is the above Sehecl; the Poor Womart 
goes out to Work, ChaifiyF; or any thing? 
ſhe can get todo; Tim has Victuals and 


DOctink at Rise Nfuſterle, and che Morte is 


often at herr Mitte; or Heer hd 
employed z Har- the poor BD when AC 
comes nr wb 


d do 


1 1 

& but t9 cet h Vitals dy himſelf. and 
then go wherever he pleaſes, _ I have keowg 
that Boy tobe very palgeky, and have ſome+ 
times heard from his Mouth ſuch Language 
ab is very unhegoming; but notwithſtand - 
ing this, When I hate checked him for it, 
the Power of Precept which is always in- 
culcated- at School, a its _ into a 
ut Baus. 


88 Now, Me. Race. uh 10 


you will acknowledge there is ſome Truth 
in the Charge, that by briaging up theſe 


Boys: in Idlegeſs they — an Averſion 
ts Buſingſs, and nat being Employed. uſe - 
fulfully, they learn all manner of Miſchief ; 
Which is evident by their Qurſiag and 
Swearing, and. ſo become hurtful. Members 
to Socięty. At I woyld not ghuſe to ſpin 
out this Converſation top lang ; have you 
any more, Information ta * e about 
theſe dale Grun: 45 170% o. 0 


— Sir, the Inſtances 1 how mY 
ready mentjoned came uppetmoſt in my 
Thoughts, becauſe. I knew. ſame of their 
1 but hy W this 2 

re 


( ip 1 
there ure Tuo others 'whichi-I haed recot= 
lected, that perhaps may be worth youf 
Notice. If your Hodiour pleaſes I will telt 
you what I know about them, though I am 


4 Stranger to their Friends, as they lived * 


n 


Gentleniah, Speak on, let us hear. 


Gardener, Sit 3 theſe rae Boys; I af 
told, was brought up at this School; and 


rare now Apprehticed in the. Pariſh; che ots 


is with Mr. Ruft a Baker near Te##as- Row 
his Name is Tom Thrum-petty-Thrump, a 
very etever Boy, and minds his Bufineſs: 
The other is Apprentice to Mr. Blank, a 
Shoemaker near O!d Ford, his Name is 


Jobn Criſpin; but he is a remarkable Youth 


of his Age: He has had fach a Liking to 
the Buſineſs, and excels in every Branch of 
it; moſt of his own taking, that fince his 
Maſter now poor Man grows old, John is 
become his right-Hand : For he bas ſuch a 
Knack at pleaſing the Cuſtomers, both Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies, that moſt of the Bufis- 
neſs i is entruſted to himand he gives ſuck. 


= intire 


1 48 ] 

ifitire- Satisf= tion,” that whatever he does 
he is always ſure, that his Maſter avill have 
nothing: elſe to ſay but A E Ml it being 
his uſua Mark, or Sigos of Approbation. 
L ſhould nat wonder to ſee Jahn Maſter of 
that Shop, if the old Man was to die or to. 
leave off Trade. 


9 *: T% 4 
. T 27 #44 


Gentleman. Mr. Roſebuſh, whom I bid you 
ge on with your Hiſtory, L thought you 
had then fipiſhed, but I find by what you 
have added ſinct, it would have been very 
ipcothplete if E had ſtopped you in Proceed - 
ing Pray, heve -you Cany. more of theſe 
ö Perſonagts to recite, before ran conclude: | 
= this Hiſtery Mo 210 nah at12310-20t 4 


, " of . 
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| | 
i | Gare: Sie I hace you are not t-ddgry:) 4 „ 
Ibave nothing more to add, in Obedience 


3 


| to your Honour's firſk Commands. 
ö | | Ventleman. Pray now; Mr. Roſebuſh, fince 
Il | you have furniſhed me with ſo many Parti- 
culars relating «to One and Another, How 
could a Man in your Station of Life come 


at * eee theſe Things ? And 1. 
$3122: 6 . 


| wp 1] 
fappoſe? tinit g L was to ctrkdger the Sub- 
ject: anch carry ydu out of the Neighbour- 
— have got yourTIhcidents and your 


Actidents, ſom private Anecdotes to diſ- 
couer, that would ſerve to amuſe and fill up 


2 Converſationl: I ſhall be glad, after all 
this l if you can clear yourfelf from being a 


Tatler, and eminding of other Poaple's | Bu- 
ſineſe. A 1 Is © — 5: * 8 4 2 
1 14e IG TY "ry 5 +, , ey ty 


- Gardener.” — a am afraid I have talked 
too freely. Your; Honour Was pleaſed: at 
firſt to Command, and when I get upon 
the Wing, I am apt to loſe myſelf before 
my Betters; extuſe me, Sir, I will take Care 
not to offend for theiFutare, | 
„ 900 G3 VOY EB WO! 1 5 
„neee Lam hotoifended, 1 Mr. Roſe 
buſh, but it looks 4 intle odd, that a Man 
who is ſober and induſtrious, as 1 take you 
to be, ſhould! be acquainted with ſo many 


People's Affairs, and hear of every Thing 


which is paſſing in the Pariſh. 


Fe e n nie ovailed 4 on inyinnO 
p Gaining Sirg-l will give you an Anſwer 
if hon Fes to hear me; for although I am 


Ho. a poor 


cannot be wholly deſtitute of Opportunities 


16 
any Thing hich can reflect on my Cha- 
rafter; 1 have alteady told-you a material 
Part of the Hiſtory of my Life; and a Man 
who has met with vieiſſitudes of Fortune, 


to learn the Mariners of the Times, eſpe+ 
cally in his own 'Neighbobrhbood:: And-if 
he is not a Blockhead, he will make uſe of 
the Principles of Common Senſe, which is 
born with him, and that will lead him to a 
little Knowledge of every SO" which is 
n his e af | 


Gita But, Mr. | Roſh, this is nop 
anſwering of my Queſtion, or rather what 
I meant ; but how came you to be acquainted 
with theſe Boys and their Parents ? One 
would think that you had enough to do, 
fince you have a Family, that would Employ 
al your leiſure Time, in taking Care of 


Gardener. | believe, Sir, if I could as ea- 
fly convince the Gentlemen concerned, of 


3 theſe n Schools to the in- 
duſtrious 


1 * 1 
daftvions Peer nek think 1. can vον Mo- 
nour, that I m 0 Tater or buſy Fellow 
about other Peeples Buſimeſs i the Charity 


wovld. ftill remain upon its ald Ftundatiem 
And fince there appears fa many worthy 
Sentlemen and Ladies, hd are ready t9 
aſſiſt in every Sphere; that id an way 
adapted ta relieve; the Wants of Mankind; 
if chis Charity was duly conſidered, eſpouſed. 
kind Donations, complete; and enlarge the 
eld Foundation; and make it one of the 
moſt extenſive Charities, ſor 'tht Eaſe and 
Inſtruction of a numerous and uſeful Body 
of People, which, through the Opulence of 
this Pariſh, they: wigh vt think eme 
dane SUES . rng 
ah bo uigto 4 5 
ee Vou now i with, Mr; 
Roſebuſs, 1 had never ſpoke ta you about the 
Matter; for the old School ſeems to tun in 
your Head like a new Tune; I want to hear 
no more about it. If you have any thing to 
offer by way of vindicating yourſelf, ſay it, 
but I think your Chattering ſo much Ar 
ſerves ta prove the Charge. 


5460121 * 


| I # 
- Gardener 5 Sit, by yout Late II ge 
niſn in a few Words. When my Children 
grew. up; and was fit for geHool, we fer 
them firſt to a good old Werman to teach 
them Letters, and: ta reg Een undbe 


gentle Diſcipline: We bore: the-Expence 


with Chearfulneſs, becauſe it was neceſſary; 
and there was no Remedy without! manifeſt 


Hurt to the Children. But when the Time 


was come to remove them to a Schools 
Maſter, I was ſadly gravell d about the Mo- 
ney, till we got them into Hucbney School; 
And as I always took à Pleaſare with my 
Children, in ſeeing them thrive and do well, 
J naturally made myſelf acquainted: writh 
their Diſpoſitions, their Amuſements, their 
Companions, and in ſhort, with every thing 
that may be compriſed under their little 


Connections. This introduced me to) a 


Knowledge of ſome of their School-Rellows; 
and that again, of their Parents. And I 
muſt beg leave to tell your Honour, that I. 
have found ſome of theſe poor People to be 
as careſul of their Children as I was of mine. 
From theſe Circumſtances, in courſe, 4 


hitle Tatimacy enſued ; no and then 


l A leiſure 
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leiſure Times, we uſed to call on one an- 
other; though but ſeldom, and - ſometintes 
this Intercourſe was performed by the Wo- 
men; and from theſe Fountains of Intelli- 
gence all my humble Knowledge o of cheſe 
Affairs have been collected. : 
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Between a Gentleman and his Friend. ; 
| 

 Hamanus: 
O OD, Morrow to you, Theronzus, I a 


find you are at Breakfaſt —I hope 

you will excuſe my waiting upon 

you at this Time, for my Buſineſs requires q 
conſtant Attendance, and it would not ſuit 4. 


| mes ſo well in the Afternoon. 4 
I: Theronius. I hope, Humanus, you are 


well; make no Apology ; will you take a 
Diſh of Tea or Coffee, we happen to have 
them both this Morning; for I was out 
Yeſterday about ſome Buſineſs which was 
very fatiguing, and it proving a bad Day, 
which, altogether, has made me a little 
Queer. 


Humans. 
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1 35 J 
' Humanus. I ſuppoſe, Theronius, that you 
was about the ſame Sort of Buineſ then, 
that J am come to make the Subject of a 
little Converſation with you this Morning. 


 Theromus. I dare ſay you mean the Houſe 
of Induſtry which is going to be erected in 
this Pariſh, but whether it is ſo or no, I 
ſhall be glad to open the whole Scheme to 
my good. Friend Humanus ; and if he can 
throw any Light upon the Plan, or point 
out any Defeats, the Gentlemen of the 
Committee I am ſure will be obliged to him. 
For though we are all deſirous of doing 
ſomething for the Benefit of the Children 
of the Poor, more than is afforded at the 
preſent Charity School, we are not ſo ſan- 
guine in our own judgments as to think, 
that nothing can be offered which may con- 
tribute to improve the Scheme. Pray, my 
good Humanus, thall I give you a ſhort 
Account of what is at preſent propoſed? _. 
Humanus. I am a little flraiten'd for 
Time, and cannot do as ſome Gentleman, 
like Theronws, who have under Partners to 
take the labouring Oar; for if I am not in 

E 2 tte 
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the Way to guide the Bark, ſhe runs in fo 
many Directions, or moves ſo flow, that T 
had rather ſhe ſhould be in Port, or lie af 
Anchor.—Bat-I-am already furniſhed with 
the principal Points; partly by the Hand- 
bills which are diſperſed through the Pariſh, 
ind partly by hearing a e hi a Tp 
kttle While ages. % 1 oy 
Theronius. Why ſure !-you did not hear 
the old Scotebman, Roſebuſh, and eee 
1 in hows Garden # 795 

Humanug. Indeed, J beanie, Thad 11 
Pleaſure. For coming upon the Errand 
you have heard, and finding you in the 
Garden tete a tete with the Gardener, I was 
unwilling to interrupt you ; but diſcoveting 
that you ſeemed pretty earneſt,” and in good 
Humour, I thought it would not be deemed 
ill Manners to know ſomething about what 
engaged your Attention ſo cloſely. Ac- 
cordipgly 1 ſtepp d behind the quick-ſet 
Hedge; and as you were talking of no 
Secrets, but upon an intereſting Subject 
which concerns the Pariſh in general, I kept 
| [3 ee ec ay 


A #4 
my Station, and was not à Httle blerſed td 
hear the e te whoſe mußte 


fr? T6, " 1 * I 1 


been I dare a 500 was glad to 
hear the End; for the old-faſhioned Felloto- 
' plyed me ſo faſt with his is long Epiſtles, chat 
1 began to grow tired myſelf ; ; 1 ſuppoſe that 
tus old Refebujb; becauſe there is ſomething 
New going forward in the Pariſh, thinks, 
that the poor People's Children ate all to be 
ſent to the Workhouſe. I have often made 
the Remark, upon introdücing a New 
Sebeme, that the common People take the 
Alarm, right or Wrong, good or bad, as if 
they were going to be ruined.— The pre- 
ſent Plan is not a Novelty neither, for there 
is one erected at Hoxton for receiving the 
Children of poor Dyſenters: And if 1 am 
not miſtaken, the French Refugees Have an- 
other upon the like Eſtabliſhment. - The 
Blue-coat Foſpital did not make that Fi- 
gure at firſt, 'as it does now, and all the 
World will allow the Excellence of that 
Charity. We cannot pretend to vie with 
any of theſe at preſent, nor do we aim at 
making ourſelves conſpicuous; but our De- 


gn is to * a few of the poor Children 
from 


ti * 1 
from being tainted with the Vices of their 
Parents, and by bringing them up to Work 
and plain Learning, make them fit to ſuſtain 
their humble Stations. — In ſhort, we find 
that filling their Heads with unneceſſary 
Learning, it makes them vain and aſpiring, 
and when they take to wrong Courſes, as 
many of them do, front, the bad Examples 
of their Parents, it ſerves to make them 
truly Miſchieyous. 

3 „meme —ů greatly pleaſed at the 
Ingenuity of my Friend Theronius, in giving 
a plauſible Account of this Houſe of Induſtry ; 
and I do not very much wonder, that by 
ſuch Repreſentations, ſeveral Gentlemen of 
good Difpoſitions have been brought to 
eſpouſe it; for I muſt confeſs myſelf, that, 
upon. the Face. of it, - there, is ſomething 
pleaſing and, ſpecious.— But, not withſtand- 
ing this, I muſt beg leave to differ in my 
Sentiments from the reſt of the Gentlemen, 
in regard to the Inenpedience of ſuch a 
Foundation; and in regard to ſupplanting 
another, which is capable, at a ſmall Ex- 
penee, of conveying a moſt extenſive Benefit, 


and likewiſe of the Inpracticability of con- 
ducting 


ef . 
4. * 


139. 1 
ducting and ſupporting this, with a Degree 
of 1 75 0 ws, to make | it 1 Public Good... 
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wy berinius. You greatly amaze me, K 
nunus ! to hear that you have ſo many Ob- 
jections to a Plan, which I before obſerved, 
has been tried by the  Drſſenters and the 
French Refugees, and have been found to 
be of the nes 8 fr + 
e The Dita and the French 
| Refugees are not parallel Caſes ; 3 for if ei- 
ther'of them is confined to the Members of 
a particular Congregation, then you have al- 
ready got the ſame, with the additional 
Power and Ability, by Act of Parliament, to 
ſupport and improve it in what Manner you 
pleaſe ; but if they are not confined to a par- 
ticular Church or Congregation, but are 
provided for the Benefit of their whole re- 
ſpective Bodies within an extenſive Diſtrict: 
And Contributions are collected in the ſame 
extenſive Manner, which I believe to be the 
Caſe ; then you may eaſily perceive the great 
Diſparity, between a local Eſtablithment, 
and thoſe that are diffuſed among a large 
Body of People 


Theronius. 


L 
. 2 tin ids Sime ne nuifaut 


Thereninss Fhete is ſams Difference it 
muſt be acknowledged, but there muſt be a 


Beginning to every, Thing z ir only wants a 
litthe Spirit to ſet it on Foot, and I do not 
deuht we ſhall meet with Encouragement a0 
Well as the French and [the Difenters have 
dane. oi asd Sein bag „ N A GN 


171 1g 2 1 10 20 
Humanus. Dock: Theronius, * Novelty ! 


precious Novelgy i has. got its Charm to 
allyrg; the Cad aß well as the Bad of a 

Ranks and Canditions., But if the Geptles, 
wen, af the abgre Communities, however 
fand hey may, now! be of their Inſtitution; 
as, being, fagerigs 10 our men, Hark. 
Late. ndl the het they could: procure, im) 


their preſent, Situation ; if they bad.1 the. 


Sandlion of, Law. 10 raiſe. Cantribmiong ag 
we. have, and was independant of other 8o- 
cieties as we are, they I believe would not 


eam, ſuffer ſuch Advantages to be animr 
praved, to, the no great Honour of thoſe 


who. take, upon ds the e anke 
of, that Maſi: 


1 ona 
o gil attrs DAS > 936 361] 2 bas 
| Theronins; 


; er 
ENTS 4 
. = 


* 
My 4 © 1 Q 


t * 1 


RT . n 12 95 4s 44 


NEL 4X $5. 
Bikinis: c cannot 2 put there de 
dee Improvements made in our Work- 
 Gouſe; by having a Building for the , Chil- 
dren inſulated from the Sick and Indigent 
grown People, and ſuch Regulations might 
be adopted as would bring about a great Re- 
form. But who is to undertake to ſee it 
done, or to ſee that the Regulations are put 
into Execution? I have been upon Com- 
mittees appointed to inſpect into theſe Af- 
fairs, and very often there has b&n no more 
than one or tuo Gentlemen, and the Of- 
ficers, who have attended. 


Humanus. If this apparent Neglect of the 
Indigent Poor is characteriſtic of the Gen- 
tlemen of this Pariſh, when you come to 
have a Houſe of Induſtry, which will be no 
other than a Workhouſe, or as a Work- 
houſe for Children ought to be'; how is 
this new Workhouſe, or Houſe of, e 
70 be taken Care n | 
4 WON We propoſe to have a Com- 
mittee to inſpect into every Part of it, who 


are to meet once a Week, or once a Fort- 


£25? . F night 
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night, as it ſhall be found neceſſary, And 
we ſhall defire the Favour, and efteent it 
very kind of! ome Ladies and good M 
to lend a helping Hand, by examining into 
the Girls Department. We hope to find a 
ſufficient Number of ſuch good People, and 
by their good Advice and Care it will . 
the — _ and nn 


44806015 


Hunanus Vw pretty indeed; Sir ! But 
my good Theronius, What but the Itch of 
Novelty can make ſuch a reſpectable Num- 
ber of Gentlemen and Ladies, who now paſs 
by the Houſe of Support for the Poor and 
Helpleſs, like thoſe that preceded the good 
Sainaritan,” to regularly and duly give their 
Attendance upon another Houſe, which at 


deſt muſk 1 eſteemed as a me 


| ere I have heard that there is great 
Attention paid by Gentlemen, and ſome 


Women, to the public Charities: aforemen- 


tioned; and we all know that at the Fund- 


ling and Chri/f's Hoſpitals there is the beſt 
Regulations duly executed; where every 
7 bing is ordered 1 Gentlemen of the firſt 


Characters, 


L 8 |] 
Characters, Who think it not below their 
Rank to examine and inſpect minutely into 
ſuch Affairs, where the Public r is con- 
cerned and Note. 


Humanus. My dear Theronius, one would 
think that you was going to erect another 
 Bifpital do Dieu, like that in Paris. What 
has this little Mouſe to do with ſuch great 
Mountains A Parochial ſmall Mair, with 
thoſe National and Princely Foundations? 
But when Men have once adopted a Scheme 
in order to make it go down, every remote 
Reſemblance however diſtorted, is brought 
to Dreſs and give it a little Colouring. 
Thoſe - of the French and the Diſenters, 
though bearing a near Reſemblance, I have 
already ſhewn you wherein they widely dif- 
fer; and I am perſwaded that if our Infant 
Indigent Poor had been properly managed, 
we ſhould never have heard of ſuch Inſtitu- 
tion amongſt them; unleſs ſomething ill 
Superior had been thought neceſſary for the 
Honour and Reputation of their vl e / 
Sovieties: I. 
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» Theronius. ' Humanus, I would have 50 
o have a little Patience; we may try the 
De cannot ſee the Reaſon you 
have ſet yourſelf ſo much againſt it. 


Humanur. I muſt confeſs that I am con- 
cerned to ſee Gentlemen carried away by an 
Ignis Fatuus. To fee their kind Benęfac- 
tions turned into a wrong Channel, after an 
Object above their Compaſs, which in all 
Probability muſt ſooner or later be aban- 
doned with D:/grace.—Their intended Be- 
nefactions being injudiciouſly applyed, will 
certainly prove pernicious to the Induſtrious 
Poor. — Tbe Money that will be conſumed 
annually in this zew Preject, upon twenty 


Boys and twenty Girls, would, according to 


the preſent Eſtabliſhment, Teach and Clothe 
Four times that Number. The Children that 
are now in the Workbouſe, who are the 
moſt. unfortunate and equally deſerving of- 
Chriſtian Compaſſion, will not only be de- 
prived of all Benefit from this Scheme, but 
very. probably will be more neglected. For 
it is vain to imagine that a Number of Gen- 

tlemen, in a ſingle Pariſh, can be found, that 


will give their Attention to ſo . Objects; 
their 
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their, Good - will may be great, but generally 
ſpeaking, their Time is precious. Things 
of a Public Nature ſhould be ang into 


an 660 Point of Views att Aue and 
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| = : for as the School is now, there is 
ſome Gentlemen who think it is of little or 
no. Service at all. 1131 aas d mdr 

Humanus. Pray, Theronius, what are the 
| Complaipts which! is becught ang it? 

Finds WY Why, 1 it 1 9h 
* that the Boys are very rude, and 
will ſometimes Curſe and Swear ; and as 
they are unemployed, they are apt to con- 
tract bad Habits of Idleneſs. 


jy nbd But how do you think theſe 
Children would be, or any others who 


happen to be in like Circumſtances when 


this Houſe / Induſtry is erected, provided 
that they are Nat ſo fortunate as to get ad- 
w s nad aces | 
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— aw aſtaid they would" be 
wach are. 22123880 
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WE: But now \ pleaſe Wunde to 
be ngenuous, do you think one half of 
thoſe Children would be accepted yore Gaz 
Foundation? ih. 


_— 
10 8 


n I cannot « tell * one „ 
o fem gt... | 


e F: am indlined to think * the 
Number would be leſs, becauſe I have ob- 
ſerved that moſt Gentlemen are loth to con- 
fider «working People as Objects of their Be- 
neficence, till they are ſo reduced by ex- 
treme Poverty or Sickneſs, that they are 
truly miſerable :—And in courſe ſuch Gen- 
tlemen would ſend the greateſt Part of theſe 
Children away.—And beſides, thoſe who 
have taken ſome Pains in conducting a 
public Charity, and have contributed to- 
wards its Support, when they have the 
Power of Nomination, will be apt to incline 
to ſome Partialities : I have known a Juſtice 
of Peace, after a Collection at ageneral Feaſt, 

when other Petitioners, with written Recom- 
mendations 
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mendations und much loſs of Time, have 
been diſpatched with a Crown, deſired to 
have a Woman, who kept a Shop of ſome 
Appearance, to bb conſidered, as he knew 


Foe was poor: Accordingly he took a Guinea. 
and after wards it was found ſhe had been his 


Servant. 80 that you ſee, what by an in- 
judicious Eſtimation of the Objects, and 
what by little Partialities which will always 
exiſt, there appears but little Chance for a 
decent working Man, with two or three 


Children, to procure any Benefit from this 


N 


Tberonius. To be tit we ſhall prefer 
thoſe that are moſt in Diſtreſs. 


Humanus. I imagine you would, but 


then you have a Houſe already provided for 


ſuch as are really Indigent ; and while you 
fill the one with ObjeRs that do properly 
belong to the other Houſe, what are you 
doing leſs, than (by thruſting out of your 


' Synagogue) abandon the Children of the 
Induſtrious Poor, and leave them expoſed 
to every Ill: Whoſe Education and uſeful 


Frearoing have engaged the Attention of the 
Pious 
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theſe Schools have been uſeful Seminaries 
for conveying the Means of Knowledge 
amongſt the Poor, and have been as Guards 
and Fences to the riſing Youth, againſt a 
Train of Evils: But it will .never follow 
from hence, that becauſe they habe pro- 
duced : ſome Benefit, and are ſtill capable 
of being brought to greater Perfection, that 
we ſhould ſtop ſhort and never attempt it. 
If our Fore-fathers had proceeded in this 
Manner, I make no Doubt that we ſhould 
have been the Sons of Popery to this Day. 


_ 


| Humanus. I find, my Friend Theronius, 
you are a Maſter in Diſpute z and, like a 
ſabtle Legician, who, when his Argument 
fails through want of a natural Support, 
raiſes the Duſt of Saphiſtry to blind the Eyes 
of his Antagoniſt : That inſtead of producing 
Conviction, it only ſerves to puzzle rhe 
Cauſe.—The Spirit of free Inquiry which 
has been happily raiſed in the preſent Cen- 
tory, and the Temper of the Age in which 

011 we 
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we live, have given Birth to many Improve- 
ments and uſeful Diſcoveries. But however 
difficult it may be to draw the Line at which 
we ſhould defiſt and be thankful, it is as 
evident as an Axiom in Geometry, that every 
Step we take beyond it, is fraught with 
Error, and conſequently ſubverts our Inten- 
tion by diſcarding of ſome Benefit, or intro- 
ducing ſome Evil. The Pretentions of 
many to Improvements ſeems now to be the 
Cant to cover a re/l:ſs Diſpoſition ;—inſen- 
| fible of our preſent Advantages, we hunger 
and pine after new Refinements ; we act 
like froward Children, who ſpurns the 
Breaſt that yields them Nouriſhment ; we 
flight the Hand that gives us Food ; or, in 
a more philoſophic and ſcriptural Phraſe, 
Me are always learning, and are never able 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 


Theronius. So, ſo, Mr. Philoſopher! 1 
wiſh you are not like unto my Gardener, 
excuſe the Compariſon; who, when I 
wanted to hear his Defence of theſe Charity 
Children, gently ſlid into ſome plauſible 
Story, which he was always ſure would turn 
out to their Advantage. 
ee 2 Humanus, 


| a 
Humanus. You are welcome, Theronius,, 


to ſay what you pleaſe. But I am perſuaded 
that the Defence of theſe Children, will, 
upon the whole, when candidly conſidered, 
require. but little Art or Ornament. Old 
Roſebuſh, as you call him, ſeems to be a ſen- 
ſible ſort of a Man. I was pleaſed to hear 
his actleſs Tale; it appeared to me to be 
founded upon Facts, and the Picture of 
real Life. I could wiſh that you would 
reflect and conſider on what he has ſaid, 
over and over again. —A uſeful Body of 
People to a Neighbourhood, and to the 
State, is worth encouraging ; our good An- 
ceſtors thought ſo, whatever ſome of their 
wiſe Succeſſors may think now.—Chri/{'s 
Hoſpital, which you before mentioned, is a 
Monument to their Praiſe; and it is an 
Honour to thoſe Gentlemen who protects, 
enlarges, and perpetuates it. What a pigmy 
is your Houſe of Induſiry to their generous 
and laudable Inſiitution ?—You ftrive to 
adgject and enervate the Powers of your 
Children: They endeavour to raiſe and 
elevate theirs.— Vou condemn theſe little 
Creatures, from their Infant State, to be- 
come Drudges all their Lives : They offer 


Aſſiſiance 
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Aſſiftance to theirs, that they ſhould. not 
be ſo..-You ſeem to think that ſuch low 
Stations muſt be occupied by tbeſe innocent 
People indiſcriminately: Thoſe Gentlemen 
think there will be a ſufficient Number who 
| by their own Imprizdence and want of Care 


will ſubje& themſelves to it, and entail the 


ſame upon the greateſt Part of their Off- 
ſpring. What a Diſparity ! Good God | 
How could you have this Heſpital in Con- 
templation, which is moſt emphatically de- 
dicated to Chriſt: Where there is iſſuing 
out continually from the Spirit of its Conſti- 
tution theſe loud and gracious Calls to their 
little Members, — See that you improve the 
Talent now committed to you : Whereby you 
may not only be happy bereafter, but, if 
God willing, you may raiſe yourſelves in 
this World to the Proſperity of ſome of your 
former Anceſtors. _ 


Theronius. I think my Friend, Humanus, 
you have performed your Part in Preaching 
this long Sermon pretty well ; and muſt con- 
feſs, that, when I reflect upon that uſeful 
generous Charity, I feel a Warmth glowing 
within, which is not eaſy to deſcribe. And 

G 2 I will 


N 
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I will acknowledge alſo, that when I caſt 
a Thought of Retroſpection upon the Plan 
which we have now adopted, it looks mea- 
gre, cold, and /ifeleſs.—But however, as we 
are Embarked, we muſt go through with it. 


Humanus. You put me in mind Therontus 
of the famous Mr. Weſley, who, after he 
had been ſplitting Hairs with John Calvin 
near Thirty Years, and reforming from 
Himſelf, at laſt he ſeems to be of a ſound 
Mind. To retra& our Opinions which we 
have long profeſſed in Public, is a Mortifi- 
cation, that only the Virtue of a few can 
bear.——It would have given me infinite 
Pleaſure to have heard, that as your preſent 
School contains no. more than Twenty Boys 
and Twenty Girls, you were about pro- 
moting a Scheme for doubling of that Num- 
ber; and to raiſe a neat and handſome Build- 
ing, with commodious Schools, and fit A- 
partments for a Maſter and Miſtreſs to dwell 
in.—A Fund ſufficient for the Annual Ex- 
pence, and likewiſe for the Building, would 


| ſoon be ſubſcribed, through the Activity of 


your Treaſurer, and other Gentlemen like 
0 good Self. —To ſee a large Number of 
Children 
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Children together decently dreſſed and clean, 
under one uniform, and receiving the Be- 
nefit of Eiſtructions both of aCivil and Re- 
ligious Nature, is always pleaſant to be- 
hold; but when we conſider the ſame Chil- 
dren (among whom there may not be a 
few) reſcued, not only from the diſguſtful 
Scenes of Poverty, but alſo happily pre- 
ſerved from the Effects of their Parents Ig- 
norance, Stupidity, or Wickedneſs, How 
exquifite muſt the Pleaſure riſe ! How 
greatly will it increaſe upon us !-———My 
good Theronius, who has been always buſy 
in getting Money ſince he came to London, 
very probably, have. not had the Opportu- 
nities often of ſeeing ſuch agreeable Proſ- 
pets; but if he will only caſt his Eyes up- 
on the Charity-Schools in moſt of our large 
and popular - Pariſhes, where there is from 
Sixty to a Hundred Children taught in each, 
and formed into theſe young and hopeful 
. Flocks, 1 cannot think that he will be whey 
inſenſible of the pleaſing Emotion. 


6 Theronius. But Humanus, if we could 
bring a Scheme to bear, and ſhould meet 
with Encouragement, and in Time be able 


to 
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to receive as large a Number upon our new 
Plan, as ace in moſt of theſe you have men- 
tianed, I am ſure you will commend our 
Undertaking z and in the mean Time we 
ſhall content Ourſelves, when our Fund can 
be aſcertained, with a ſmall Number, per- 
haps Ten or Twenty, or as many more as 
our Subſcriptions will ſupport. | 


 Humanus.' To view with Pleaſure, the 
Proſpect of future Good, is reaſonable and 
common to every Man ; and the greater the 
Probabilities are of Enjoying it, the more 
acute will our Senſations be in Refletion.— 
But to amuſe our tender Feelings with ſuch 
viſionary Dreams, as would diſgrace an old 
Puritan or a modern Methodift, I thought 
the Diſcernment of my good Theronius was 
ſuperior to all ſuch Impreſſions. 


Tberonius. Humanus, we cannot tell now 
what Time may bring forth. There is a 
Committee I juſt remember which is ap- 
pointed to meet at Eleven, that I am to at- 
tend; I have but little more than Time to 


el but ſhall be . before 1 go, that you 
would 


5s ) 
would come to the Point, and if you can, 
pos the landes of our Charge, 
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this Converſation, when you have thought 
yourſelf hard puſhed, you have prefſed me 
more than once to exculpate theſe poor Chil- 
dren from the Charge you have brought 
againſt them, I ſuppoſe you think that 
however invulnerable their Eſtabliſhments 
may be in every other Part, yet in this they 
are open and defenceleſs. But I cannot help 
being of Opinion, that notwithſtanding the 
Power of Prejudice, when Things are im- 
partially weighed, and due Conceſſions ad- 
mitted, but the Generality of Mankind will 
not be ſo ſeyere as to condemn them,— 
The Children of the Poor have the ſame 
Paſſions, and the ſame mental Abilities with 
others off their Age: They are all equally 
ſuſceptible of Delight and Satisfaction, of 
Fatigue and Amuſementz, and if you pleaſe 
of Improvements and Embelliſhments : 
They are all univerſally expoſed to childiſh 


Follies, and Corruptions of the Times: I 


believe you will allow me all this, excepting 
the different Capacities of Individuals, which 
i > 
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is applicable to every Rank in Life Now 
in order to inveſtigate the Cauſe of theſe 
Complaints, tet us take a ſhort View of the 
Behaviour of theſe Children, as far as our 
curſory Obſervations will permit, and like- 
wiſe of the Children of Tradeſmen and 
Gentlemen, who are brought up in their 
Neighbourhood, or have had a finiſhed 
Education ata more genteel Boarding-School. 
—And here firſt it is objected, that they are 
very Rude. I believe that no Gentleman 
will be ſo hardy as'to take upon him, to 
charge them all with being ſo in general; 
and though it is very unbecoming in any to 
be rude in the Extreme, yet ſince it is com- 
mon to youthful Activity, how can we ex- 
pect that the Children of the Poor ſhould 
not diſcover the ſame Diſpoſitions as are in 
their Superiors. For Rudeneſs in general, is 
only a kind of Excreſcent flowing from the 
Vigour of the Animal Spirits, and is ſo de- 
nominated when it varies from the Forms 
and Modes of Education which happen to 
prevail; to reduce it, ſo as to extinguiſh it 
intirely, would be doing much more Harm 
than Good, by hurting the growing Facul- 
ties, and make them dull and heavy. — 
The 


lt 9 7 
The Bufineſs of the Schools, and of all In- 


ſtructions in this reſpect, is, to keep it with- 
in the Compaſs of praQticable and eaſy 
Bounds : And the general Maxims which 
are inculcated, is given as a Rule to all; 
but the Poor are more eſpecially taught to 
keep it under, from the Motives of not 4z/- 
plenſing their Betters, and the Rich becauſe 
it affects his Character as a polite and ac- 
campliſbed Gentleman.— Te ſay that the 
Children of People in the higher Stations, 
when they are remote from the Trammels of 
the Schools, are as rude and wild as theſe 
poor Children, perhaps you wall not allow 
to be a ſufficient Apology. 


Theronius. I think that they ought to be 
Iſs, or never te be ſo at all; but demean 
themſelves becoming the humble Station in 
which they are placed, as they are depen- 
dent upon the Public for the Education they 


receive. 


Humanus. One would think, Theronius, 
that you had been accuſtomed to Uſury, by 
the large Demands you make upon theſe 

H Children 
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Children for that little Pittance they have 


received from the Public: And for which, 
though you have failed in an unreaſonable 


Expectation, they, or moſt of them, or their 


Parents, very probably have been repeatedly 
Thankful.—Can it be required, that Chil- 
dren brought up in low Life, in which they 
expect to continue themſelves, whoſe Pa- 
rents and Friends are neceſſarily rendered in- 
delicate, by the hard Toils of Labour, and 
the Nature of their Trades and Callings : 
Who nevertheleſs are in ſome Meaſure as 
independent of their Maſters, as their Ma- 


ſters are, or ſoon would be, without the 


Aſſiſtance of their Servants ; I ſay, can you 
expect that Children under theſe Circum- 


| ſtances ſhould always attend ſo cloſely in 


this Inſtance, that no flights of inconſi- 


derate Youth ſhould ever eſcape them. 


Theronius. By way of Compliment, I 
will be ſuppoſed, Humanus, to give you 


Credit thus far; but pray, what will 


you alledge to excuſe their Swearing 
and Curling ; together with the Habits of 
Idleneſs, which it is notorious theſe Children 
ES muſt 


1 
muſt eontract; does it not bid fait to make 
them bad Members of the Community, by 
tempting them to live en Plundering their 
Neighbours, and at laſt to make a ſhameful 
Exit at the Gallows ? | 


Humanus. Superficial Enquirers are not 
more unfortunate in their Purſuits, than 
they are poſitive, haſty, and raſh; in their 
Conelufions ; for, floating continually on the 
Surface, their- Eyes are dazzled, and being 


ſatisfied - with mere Reſemblances, they 


boldly announce the important Diſcovery.— 


To excuſe theſe Poor Children intirely, 


whom you arraign as Crimimals that muſt 


ſoon be- puniſhed, -would be as ineffectual 
as it is abſurd ; but when we. ſee. what an 


unrighteous Clamour has been raiſed againſt 
them, by aggravating their Offences, be- 


cauſe we have them in our Power, it ſurely 


cannot be deemed an unneceſſary Officiouſ- 
neſs, if,, by endeavouring to plead their 
Cauſe, I ſhould make ſuch Remarks or 
Compariſons that will Operate in Extenua- 
tion of their Guilt. —Theſe Children, I 
mean * Boys, for happily the Girls have 

H 2 never 
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never yet been included with them; in thefe- 
cruel Accuſations;<<=STAND 'FORTH THEN, 
my little Children ! who are charged with a 
Dolinqueney of ſuck a Nature, that if many 
of you are found guilty, will not only affect 
you all, but an equal Number of female In- 
nocents in your Puniſhment.—Vou rwWx Tv 
Boys, I charge you aloud! Hold ap jo 
Hande I. affe. you in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, Are you guilty of.” profane Curſing 
and Swearing, and ure idle and deaf to ul 
n ful Employment —gBehold | what 
a profound Silence does here enſue! ant 
would continue, long continue, but con- 
ſcious Guilt appeared in 7409 or three: ho- 
with a coarſe and grating Voice interrupted 
the ſolemn Scene by. pleading Guilty. 
Now2/my good Therdkiusy ſure you would: 
noxiexceed in) Sevetity, the Fate of Sah, 
ad Gororr#b? For they afforded a long 
Sotles of Imipeiiitence; but theſe poor Chil- 
dren, among whom are only /wo ar: three” 
that are found Guilty, by your uncharitable 
augürating that they will continue ſo, you 
db not only moſt unmercifully anticipate 
both Guiſt and Puniſhment, by an almoſt: 

191258 . total 
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total Exciſion, but alſo involve with them 
more than Tem Times their Number, who 
are as Innocent, according to the Conſtitu- 
tion of Human Nature, as can enn. 
= eee 1 Ens . 3 
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Grow not e ad ** Prod or . of 
theſe Children, who frequently uſe ſuch bad 
Language, or have contracted apparent 
Habits of :Idlenefs; I think that by having 
fo. much Time upon their Hands, unem- 
ployed, their Numbers will increaſe when 
my are Pn * to Trades and Baſinefs. 


R * 3 N T Sn. that, like 
a Man of true Courage, you will never leave 
the Ground you occupy, till you have diſ- 
puted ĩt with your Opponent, Inch by Inch. 
— Suppoſe then, that if the Sky was to fall, 
what a /crambling among the Foulers do 
you think there would be ? But is it right, 
is ĩt reaſonable to alarm our Fears with the 
Reveries of an ill- grounded Imagination? 
If we was to employ our gloomy Thoughts 
in — ſame Manner about the Children of 

Tradeſmen 
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Tradeſmen and Gentlemen, and conſide ing 
the Nature of their Education, the Diſpo- 
ſition of their Parents, and the Examples of 
Diffpation which are now almoſt univer- 
ſally prevailing; and further, that theſe: 
Children are diſpoſed and invited to a Parti- 
cipation: in the ſame ruinous and deſtructive 
Pleaſures, we ſhould, I ſay, by our fore- 
boding Fears, be apt to think, that the 
Crimes amongſt the higher Sort would 
ſo infect. their Children, that in the riſing. 
Generation, the Repetition of a former Ven- 
geance of eternal Fire, might juſtly be ex- 
pected. And indeed, amongſt the Children 
of the Affluent, there are too many Symp- 
toms and Inſtances of Negle&, and Con- 
tempt of every thing that is Good and Se- 
rious; our young petty Gentry, in every 
debauched Scene, makes a conſiderable Fi- 
gure; the Infection here ſpreads like a 
Contagion.— And amongſt the many un- 
happy Sufferers who have fell as Victims to 
Public Juſtice, few have been found that 
was brought up in our Charity Schools, but 
moſt of them are, either the Ignorant of our 
own YOu and ib Roman- Catholics, 
who 
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who had not the leaſt Opportunities of a 
decent Education, or the voluptuous Plea- 
ſure-taking Spendthrifts, whoſe Gallantries 
and Love of genteel Amuſements, have 
'brought them to that ignominious End. 


Theronius. Do you think, my Friend 
Humanus, that being learned, would have 
had any good Effects. upon ſuch ignorant 
People you have juſt mentioned ? I think, 
and fo does many Gentlemen, that if we 

teach the Children uſeful Morals, and learn 
them a little common Reading and Writing, 
it is all they need to have. 


Humanus. One would ſuppoſe your 
Meaning was, to make them Tap-boys and 
Footmen only, and then you would not 
greatly err.—But, is this your prous generous 
Scheme ! which is to rife upon the Ruins of 
what you are pleaſed to brand with the 
Stigma of a narrow contracted Plan ?—You 
ſeem to have adopted here a Maxim of 
Popery with a Witneſs. Ignorance is the 1 
Mother of Devotion; not, ſay you, to the | 
Supreme Being, but to the humble Stations, | 

| to } 
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to which tbey ought to be deſtined. Ho 
different muſt have been the Sentiments of 
the Good and the Opulent in former Times, 
to ſome of our modern Improvers in the 
Education of the Induftrions Poor? How 
conſiſtent” were they to themſelves, who, 
after emerging out of the Ignorance of 
Popery, by founding Eſtabliſhments calcu- 
lated to enlarge the Mind, and ſtore it with 
various Branches of uſeful Knowledge, as 
would be a Bulwark againſt relapſing into 
its /aviſb Etrors ?—But you think perhaps 
there is no Danger now, and that it is of no 
Conſequence to guard them againſt any 
others; and yet you applaud and commend 
the Piety and Viſdom of the Founders of 
theſe generous Inſtitutions, who have reu- 
dered themſelves Immortal, and been cele- 
'brated by all Proteſtant Nations, for diffuſing 
ſuch extenſive Bleſſings among the Families 
of the Poor. A double-minded Man is un- 
able i in all his Ways, and an unſtable Man 
is always double- minded; to rife and. fink 
alternately is common to good Hearts, but 
weak Heads.—You approve. that the Chil- 


dren of the yy 2 Brother of low Degree, 
ſhould: 


( 65 J. 
- fold be exalted, that they may rejoice ; and 
yet you take Advantage of their Neceſſities, 
in order to keep them low. Vou Cloiſter 
them up within the Walls of a Houſe, un- 
der the Pretenſions of Sanctity, in the un- 
eertain Expectations of ſecuring their Mo- 
rals, and ſend them abroad in the World as 
raw and ane pr rienced in it, as a Bird that 
eomes out bf a Cage; and thereby expoſing 
them to become an eaſy Prey to every Kind 
of Seduction, both Civil and Religious. 


Theronius. I have paid ſo much Attention 
to this Diſcourſe, and ſo little to my Break- 
faſt, that my Coffee is quite cold; bug I am 
greatly obliged to my good Friend Humanus 
for giving me his Sentiments at large upon 
a Subject wherein I am ſomewhat intereſted, 
And if he thinks he can add any thing more 
to what he has already ſaid, I will take a 
Diſh or two of Tea; but if not, I will be 


going, and muſt wait to make it up at 
Dinner. 


* | 
Humanus. Sir, as you are engaged, I will 1 


by. no Means prevent your Attendance at 
I the { 


( 66 J 
the Committee. You will probably have 
there, a good deal of Buſineſs to diſpatch 3 
for as a Collection of Embers increaſeth 
Heat, ſo the Warmth of Individuals in the 
Aggregate is not ſoon diſperſed. At any 
future Opportunity, if you ſhall chooſe to 
reſume the Subject, it will be good to have 
a Corps de reſerve ; and, in the mean Time, 


I am, with perfect Conſideration and 
Eſteem, 


HUMAN Us, 


F 


